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Easy Access to Your Government

State Information Center
1-800-45-STATE
Federal Information Center
1-800-688-9889

U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar
1-202-224-4814
Indianapolis Office
317-226-5555

U.S. Sen. Evan Bayh
1-202-224-5623
Indianapolis Office
317-554-0750

Indiana House
1-800-382-9841
IndianaSenate
1-800-382-9467

Office of the Governor

317-232-4567

Secretary of State

317-232-6531

Medicaid Information

317-233-4455

Child Support Helpline
317-233-5437

Department of Education
317-232-6611

Department of Labor

: 317-232-2655

ndiana Department of Revenue

317-232-2240

Internal Revenue Service

1-800-829-1040

A Message from State Representative

Woody Burton

House District 58

Now that thefirst session of the 113th General Assembly hasconcluded, itismy
privilege to update you on some of the changesto state law that may affect you. This
post-session newsl etter providesdetailsonthemajor issuesof thissession, including the
state’ shiennial budget and our economic development initiatives. Youalsowill find
contact information so you may continueto keep meinformed of any questionsor con-
cernsthat you have.

Thispast session, thelndianaGeneral Assembly passed a$23 billion budget for
thenext twoyears. Whileit hassomegood componentstoit, likeapromising economic
devel opment packageto move|ndiana seconomy forward, thebudget bill isfundamen-
tally flawed and | could not voteforit. Onceagain, the General Assembly did not fully
acknowledge or attempt to correct one of thelargest problemsthat has plagued the state
for several yearsnow: irresponsible government spending. Between thefiscal yearsof
1995and 2001, stategovernment spendingincreased by anaverageof 6.8%ayear while
revenuesonly roseat an average of 4.2% annually (inflationroseonly 1.8% annually).
While state government hasfavored shifting funds around with accounting tricks, this
practicehascaught upwithus, putting Indianainan $800 million deficit at theend of this
fiscal year (FY ‘03). Fiscal responsibility startswith abalanced budget, and thisbudget
isnot balanced. Itwill still haveastructural deficit of morethan $500 million at theend
of thebienniumin 2005.

Cutting unnecessary spending isal soacomponent of fiscal responsibility. The
budget bill did lay aframework for acommission composed of peoplefromtheprivate
sector, similar to President Reagan’ s Grace Commissionin the 1980s, that will 1ook at
state government spending and find waysto cut wasteful use of tax dollars. Thecom-
missionwill not have any elected official's, but will bemade up of peoplefromthebusi-
ness, industrial, and |abor sectors, aswell as peoplefrom other areas of our economy. If
wedo not look at waysto reduce government spending, wewill ultimately havetoraise
taxes, something | am adamantly opposed to. Thatiswhy | think thiscommissionisa
good placeto start.

| do not want to paint ableak picturefor the state’ sfiscal future. Something can
bedone, andit startswith peoplelikeyou, and your friendsand family contacting your
elected officialsand telling them you want achangefor thegood of Indiana.

| hopeyoutakethetimeto read through thisnewsletter and find it informative.
Remember, | want to respond to issuesthat areimportant to you, so pleasefeel freeto
contact meinthefuture. | look forward to hearing from you.

Sncerely, . .-
P g
L L T [ 5
Woody'Burton

For more information regarding the 2003 General
Assembly, visit www.in.gov/legislative

How to Contact

Representative
Burton:

Statehouse Office:
Room 401, Statehouse
200 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

* Kk *

Statehouse Telephone:
317-232-9600

E-mail Address:
H58@in.gov

Vist my webste to sign up for
e—mal updates and for more
nformaton at

www.in.gov/H58




Rght Track Indana

Burton Votes

Hoosker Rx

budgets and economic growth must go handin hand. At the
onset of thisyear’ ssession, House Republicans proposed a

planto reversethe past decade of neglect both on the economic and
thefiscal fronts. TheRight Track Indianalegislative agendaredefines
how government worksand re-ignitesour economicengine. Atthe
conclusion of thisyear’s session, House Republicans made afinal
pushto keep thefocusonjob creation. Weoffered acompromisethat
took thebest elementsof not just our plan, but those of Senate Repub-
licans, the Governor, and Democrat | egislatorsaswell. Elements of
thatplaninclude:

Redesigning Government — I mprove theway that | ndianadoes

business, make our state more marketable and set benchmarks

for continuousimprovement.

Tax Structure |mprovements— To further enhancethe Indianatax

codeto offer incentivesto privateinvestment in both new equip-

ment and skilled employees.

Strategic Investments—To assist our universities, improvetech-

nology infrastructure, assist rural economic development, and pro-

videincentivestoretain Indiana scollege graduates.

Targeted I ncentives—To support ailing economic sectorsand take

advantage of special opportunitiesto createjobs.

To sustain any forward movement in Indiana, balanced

Education Funding

t the beginning of the 2003 session of the Generd As
sembly, the governor proposed that education spend
ing be flat-lined for the nextbiennial budget. If the
governor’s proposal had been implemented, schoalsin Indiana
would have suffered greetly, possibly laying off teachersand
postponing technology upgrades, among other things. Thisidea
was unacceptable to me because it would have negatively af-
fected what is most important — our children’ seducation. As
the session continued, legislators worked creatively to give
schoolsin Indianathe necessary funding, adifficult feet consd-
ering Indiana s annua budget deficit of $850 million.
E Rep Burton honors
Joseph S. Carroll, the
new Commander in
Chief of the Disabled
J American Veterans of
; Indiana, with a resolu-
tion.

Thefina budget approved by the General Assembly incresses
school operating funding by an average of 3.3 percent in 2004
and 2.9 percent in 2005. Thebudget will inject $541 million of
additional funding into the operating budgets of Indiana s293
public school corporations. Higher education will receive more
money too, with an increase of 5.3 percent in 2004 and 3.6
percent in 2005, for operations, research and research-oriented
facilities

Thenew school funding formulaprovidesadditiona fundingto
growing school corporationsin our state while protecting the
funding for schools experiencing enrollment dedlines. No school
will receivelessthan $4,350 per student and funding will be
based on fivefactors: children enrolled in the free-lunch pro-
gram, familiesin poverty, single-parent families, parentswith-
out ahigh school diplomaand children who arelearning English
asasecond language. Thisfunding isprovided in recognition
of the added cost of educating disadvantaged and at-risk stu-
dents.

Education remains anumber one priority to legidatorsand we
worked hard this session to provide adequatefunding for
schools. Our children deserve the best educational opportuni-
tiespossible, eveninastruggling economy.

HouseBill 1001: The State Budget Bill
House V ote 61-37. Offers economic development
but does nothing to cut government spending.
Major Opposition: Unbalanced dueto over
spending.

Signed into law by the Governor on May 8,
2003.

HB1596: Medicaid Waiversfor Autism
EasesMedicaid digiblity requirementsfor those
withAutism.

Effective July 1, 2003

SenateBill 286: Sex Offender Registration
Increases the pendlty for aregistered sex offender
»  whofalsto submit anew registration form after
changing addresses. Requiresthe sex offender
web siteto be updated at least every seven days.
Effectivedate July 1, 2003

HouseBill 1213: Insurance Scoring

Imposes several requirementson aninsurer’ suse
of credit information in the underwriting of per-
sonal property and casudty insurance. Makesa
violation of the requirementsan unfair and decep-
tiveact in the business of insurance.
Effectivedate July 1, 2003

House Bill 2005: Property Tax Exemptions
Thishill addresses property eligiblefor exemption
for educationd, literary, scientific, religious, or
E{.:j charitable purposes. It clarifiesthat the exemp-

tions depend on use of property, and providesa
reporting method to determine exemptionsare
gpplied equitably acrossthe state.

Effectivedate July 1, 2003

Rep. Burton reads
over important legisla-
tion during the 2003
session of the General
Assembly.

" gosier RX, Indiana’s prescrrptron drug program n Yor 1ow-

income seniors, has recently changed formats. Instead of

being issued a refund check after the prescription is purchased,
a senior enrolled in the program can simply present his/her plan mem-
bership card at the retailer to receive the benefits.

Hoosier Rx covers all drugs that require prescriptions, as well
as insulin. The changes to this program will be phased in over the next
few months. Listed below are several of the prescription assistance
programs currently being offered to Hoosiers.

Hoosier Rx
Indiana’ sown discount prescriptiondrug program.
Provides|ow-income seniorswith up to 50% savings on medi-
cations.
A yearly benefit of $1,000 for singlerecipients, and $1,344 for
married recipients.
For additional infor mation pleasecall (866) 267-4679

Connectionto Care
Medical office-based program
Provides nearly 30 Pfizer medications free of charge at the
physician’ srequest.
For additional infor mation pleasecall (800) 707-8990

Lil IyAnsrvers Card

Providesdiscounted medicationsfor low-incomeHoosi ers(an-

nual individual incomelessthan $18,000 annual householdin-

comelessthan $24,000).

Seniorspay $12 for a30-day supply of any Lilly drug.

Prescriptionsarefilled at participating retail pharmacies.

Patient education and di sease management tools.

For additional information pleasecall (877) RX-LILLY

795-4559




